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os MATT H. xxvi 4 f. 


atch and Pray, that ye enter not into Tempta- 
"RL ROPE tion. 


HIL E we are ſurrounded with ſo ma- 
ny Temptations, and expoſed to ſo much 
Danger by means of them; and while we 

may continually obſerve ſuch Numbers 

Profeſſing Chriſtians drawn into Sin by the Prevalen- 

of Temptation, I know of no Advice more fuitable 

d proper for ſuch an Aſſembly as this, than that which 

e Words of the Text contain: And I doubt not, but 

bu will think ſo too, when you have conſider'd a little 

ſboſe Words they are, to Whom they were ſpoken at firſt, 
at was the ſpecial Occaſion on which this Advice was 
ven, and what is the Import of it. rs Ed 

THEY are the Words of CHRIST himſelf, as 

Wears from the Context: Of Chriſt, who fully under- 

as the Nature and the Condition of Man; where his 

he lies, and whence his Danger comes: Who are 
W*- Evemics by which he is oppoſed, and what their De- 
Fe 3 A Mu 
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fe ens againſt him are: What it is to be pine Davi 
ſuffered himſelf that way ; and what are the Proper Mu 
of reſiſting and over- coming it, having uſed them him 
with the greateſt Succeſs, They are the Word 
Chriſt, who is too Wiſe to direct to any thing unneceſſn 
and of no Uſe : too Juſt to preſcribe any thing unreaſy 
able, and not fit to be done: too Good to oblige tom 
thing hurtful, or that might not promote their Wellf 
who obey his. Commands, 

THE Perſons to Whom he delivered them at fi 
were ſome of his own Diſciples, as we find by the Vi 
that immediately preceeds; Peter, to whom he md 
directly ſpeaks, and the others, who were preſent wi 

him, in Gerhſemane : Perſons who were diſtinguiſh'd| 
him from the reſt of the World, to whom he had d 
greateſt Regards, and whoſe Intereſts lay the neareſt} 
Heart, as appears from the Account that this very Ch 
ter contains, of what had paſt betwixt himſelf and tha 
Which ſerves to aſſure us, that his Inſtructions to th 
Perſons did proceed from à tender Concern for thet 
and a gracious Deſign to render them happy. And 
they were the Favourites of Chriſt, ſo they were the! 
feſſers of that Day. They had choſen Chriſt for t 
Lord, embark'd CPS Ti with his Intereſts, and me 
reſolved to ſtand by him to the End of their Lie 
whatever it coſt them. Peter ſaid untoli 
Ver. 35. Though T ſhould die yet will J not deny tht 
likewiſe alſo. ſaid all the Diſciples : Andy 
the bleſſed Jeſus faw there was abundant Reaſon to 
hort even ſuch, to watch and pray, that they enter not inf 

| Temptation ; and who then mal! preſume to think bins 
* above the Advice? * 
| INDEED the Diſciples had ſpecial Occaſion ii for Wc 
at this Time ; for though they had zealoully ex previ! 

| their good Deſigns, their honeſt Reſolutions to adit 

1 to their Lord; vet they diſcover'd how little A ppren 


Hon they had of their Danger, and their great InſenlW 


lity how weak they wer? in themſelves, and where tht 
true Song was to be bound. The y were guilry 5 


1 
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E1 and fooliſh Confidence in themſelves, and Self- 
-Fdence is ſure to prove fatal in the Iſſue. No ſoon- 
had they betrayed their Preſumption and Vanity this 
but they preſently gave Cauſe to their 

reſſed Lord, (who had commanded Ver. 38, 
m to watch with him) to reprimand and Ver. yo, 45, 
aid them with their Neglects of his # 

ſon, and their Diſobedience to his Command. He 
eth unto the Diſciples, and findeth them aſleep, and ſaith 
peter, What ! could ye not watch with me one Hour ? 
ww, while he found them in ſuch a Frame as this, he 
eknew that a terrible Trial was about to befall them, 


Whocking Temptation juſt coming on, that would give 


> Devil, the World, and their weak Fleſh very great 
lvantages againſt them. Their Maſter was about to 
betrayed into the Hands of Sinners, by one of their 
mber ; to be expoſed to great Indignities, and a bar- 
ous Treatment from the Magiſtrates, and the meaner 
ople both : That every body would be aſhamed or a- 
id to own him: they would ſee him accuſed, con- 
mned, forſaken by his Friends, nailed to a Croſs, and 
ring there: After which they would be aſſaulted by 


Wong Series of Temptations and Trials. 


UPON this Occaſion it is, that our Lord exhorts 


lem in the Text, Watch and Pray, that ye enter not into 


tat ion. | 
W HEREIN he ſuggeſts their Danger, and then 
ects them to the proper Means for preventing it. 

HE ſuggeſts their Danger, and that is, leſt they ſhould 
er into Temptation. Temptation * in the general ſig. 
es Trial, whether it be made by G O D, by the Devil, 


ny other; as I ſhall more fully obſerve anon: but it 


commonly underſtood of ſuch Trial as endangers a 
an's falling into Sin; and is deſign'd moſt ſtrictly for 
Incentive or Sollicitation to it. To enter into Temp- 


* EI We" "ER FO nn, SE 
* * 
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leads, ee ei- 1s to make Trial or Proof of Perſon oF 


tation; 


— — —ä —ͤ— | 
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tation, is not barely to be tempted, to undergo a dang 
rous Trial, or to meet with Incentives and Sollicitaty 
to Sin: For it is plain, by what our Lord foretells| 
Diſciples, and by the Event, that an unavoidable Tem 
tation was coming upon them; an Hour that would pry 
a dangerous Trial to their weak Fleſh, and from whi 
the Devil might take Occaſion to incite and ſollicit the 
to ſin. That by entring into Temptation, we are to unds 
ſtand the conſenting with it, and falling by Mey 
of it, 1 | 

TO prevent which he directs to the proper Means, 
theſe Words, Watch and Pray; the former of which i 
ports, that they have a due Apprehenſion of their Du 
ger, and do their uttermoſt to eſcape it; not the Tem 
tation it ſelf, but the Sin to which it might prove an! 
ducement: While the other implies that they aren 
ſufficient of themſelves, and therefore with all their: 
ther Diligence and Care, are to be earneſt in implori 
the Aſſiſtance of G OD and his Grace. 

NOW tho” this Exhortation was given to the) 
ciples upon ſuch an extraordinary Occaſion, yet our [ut 
defign'd it as ſtanding Counſel to them, and to all the 
Followers, in every Age of the World, and in the ord 
nary Courſe of their Lives: For the Reaſon on which 
is made, reaches to every Chriſtian, in whom, tho! t 


Spirit be willing, the Fleſh is weak. That every one ſtadſþ 


in need of the ſame Advice, becauſe every one fan 
expoſed to Temptation, and is in Danger of entring i 
it, thro! the Weakneſs of the Fleſh ; and therefore! 


muſt concern all to be on their Guard, and to entreat th C 


Aids of GOD and his Grace, that they may not g! 

place to Temptation: Accordingly our Lord, and ti 

inſpir'd Apoſtles after him, do often repeat Inftructu 
like this; and Chriſt does expreſly tell 

Mark 13. ult, Diſciples upon another Occaſion, Wis 
ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch. 

THUS I am led to inſiſt on the following Trwl 

as the Subject of this Diſcourſe, viz. 55 


Co 


ieee e ee eee 
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[7 is neceſſary Advice for all Profeſſing Chriſtians them- 


es,that they uſe the proper Means to prevent the Prevalence 
thoſe Temptations they are expoſed to, 


IN ſpeaking to which I ſhall, 


DISCOURSE. more generally of thoſe Tempta- 
tions to which Profeſſing Chriſtians ſtand expoſed, 

. CONSIDER a little the proper Means for 
Preventing the Prevalence of thoſe Temptations, 
Il. SH O W how neceſſary the Advice is for Profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtians themſelves, that they uſe theſe 
Means with that Deſign. | 
V.CONCLUDE with the Improvement of the 
whole, wherein there will be Occaſion to point you 
to ſome particular Temptations and Sins, that it great- 
ly concerns you to Watch and Pray againſt. | 


J. IS HAL diſcourſe more generally of thoſe Temp- 
tations to which Profeſſing Chriſtians ſtand expos d. 
OW Temptarions are of Two Sorts, 


rſt, SUCH as are deſigned for our Good, and are apt 
promote it. | . 
econdly, SUCH as tend to endanger our Souls by 
tw ing us into Sin. = g 
„%, SUCH as are defion'd for our Good, and are apt t 
mote it. And theſe are no other than Afflictions and 
dle erings, which may ſerve to try and improve our ſeve- 
races; our Faith, Patience, Reſignation, Conſtan- 
c. and to render us Examples and Encouragements 
Mothers: That by Means of theſe we become inftru- 
ral in glorifying GOD, and doing Good unto Men. 
this ſort of Temptation St. James ſpeaks 
„ My Brethren count it all Joy when ye fall Chap. r. 2. 
0 divers Temptations, q. d. Rejoyce great= _ 
n your Afflictions, not for their own ſakes, but for 
fake of the bleſſed Fruits they produce, ſuch as the 
me your Faith, and working Patience Upon which Ac- 
| | counts 


"' . at. 
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counts he pronounceth him a bleſſed 
Ver. 12. who endureth Temptation, In this 5 
| | St. Peter tells the Chriſtians, That for iff 
x Pet. 1,6, ſon if need be ye are in heavineſs through 
= nifold Temptations ; which he elſewhere 
Chap. 4.12. a Fiery Trial, or as thoſe Words may 
| terally render'd, a * fiery Exploratin 
Temptation. That in this Senſe GOD himſelf is fy 
5 tempt Men. Thus we read, Gu 
Gen. 22. 1. tempt Abraham, i. e. He try'd the Stren 
of his Faith and Obedience by that 
afflictive Service he call'd him to, ſo as to make i 
dound to Abraham's great Advantage and his own Cl 
Several of the Hebrew Docbors obſerve, that in this 
5 600d tempted him ten Times. Thu 
Deut. 8. 2. is ſaid to have tempted the Iſraelites; 
| 9 ©, led them Forty Tears in the Wilderneſs to 
& alibi. 3. ble them, and to prove, or to | tempt th 
« as ſome Engliſh Tranflations read it. 
IHA ſuch Temptations as theſe could not tri 
ſign'd by our Lord in the Text. He had foretold his 
ciples of many Afflictions and Troubles that were to 
fall them, and were juſt coming upon them, 
Affliction is the common Lot of Chriſtians in 
Ages; who are to take up their Croſs and to fol 
Chriſt, and to paſs thro many Tribulations into the! 
dom of GOD : Who are forewarn'd, F they wil 
godly in Chriſt Feſus they muſt ſuffer Perſecution : But ali 
alſo, That all theſe Things ſhall work together for # 
Good. It's true indeed, the Devil and a corrupt Ht 
may miſimprove this Part of the Divine Conduct, andt 
Occaſion from their Afflictions and Troubles, to te 
and ſolicit Men to ſuch Sins as Impatience and Dulcontd 
repining and murmuring againſt GOD and his Fi 
dence; Curſe GOD and die. They may tempt to 
a Means to get free from ſome of them; tor by nd 


_— 


— 
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ywrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, and becoming 
poſtates, Men may ſometimes eſcape Perſecutions and 
fetings of ſeveral Sorts; and when this is the Caſe, 
Je have reaſon to watch and pray that we enter not into 
eſe Temptations ;, and that we may ſtand in the evil Day, 
at when the Devil and a corrupt Heart turn theſe 
hings into Occaſions and Seducements to Sin, then they 
long to the Other Sort of Temptations, and will be ta- 
J > 2x of under the Second Head, to which I 
roceed. 
Secondly, SUCH as tend to endanger our Souls by drawing 
into S'n, In this Senſe the Scripture frequently ſpeaks of 
emptations, and this is what we more commonly mean 
that Word: As when we pray that 
OD would not lead us into Temptation: Mat. 6. 13. 
nd when St. Paul exhorts the ſtronger Gal. 6. 1. 
hriſtians to reſtore thoſe who are overtaken _ 
th a fault in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, conſidering themſelves, 
F they alſo be tempted : And when he ob- 
rves, That they who will be Rich fall into 1 Tim. 6. 9. 
mptation and a Snare. Here are meant the 
ducements, Solicitations, and Incentives to Sin: That to 
mpt in this Senſe, is to perſwade, entice, excite, and 
deavour to draw into it; and ſo GOD 
pts no Man. Let no Man ſay when Jam. 1. 13, 14. 
is tempted, I am tempted of GOD, for 
OD cannot be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth he any 
lan: By which you may ſee how this Text 1s to be re- 
cited with thoſe others, wherein GOD is ſaid to tempt 
len. 5 Os 
BUT there are Three Grand Enemies of our Souls, 
ho are very active in this ſort of Temptation, and who 


teu | Bet 5 - 
oe © Ways of managing it, peculiar to each; as well as ſome 
t are common to all; thele are the Fleſh, the World, and 
„e Devil. For we read in Scripture, That 


* Man is tempted. when he is drawn away James 1. 14. 
his own Luſt and enticed : Of a Time of Luke 8. 13. 
mptation with reſpect to the World; and of Luke 4. 13. 
e Temptation of the Devil. | | 
tr Turin 0 FOR 


* 
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(1.) FOR the Temptations of the Fleſh; By which 
are to underſtand our own naughty Hearts, or our! 
tures as corrupt and depraved, which the Scriptures ff 
quently term Fleſh: The Temptations of which are; 
thoſe latent Corruptions, and vicious Inclinations and} 
verſions within, which prompt Men to fin, and fedy 
them into the Commiſſion of it: All thoſe irregular 
inordinate Appetites that we find within our ſelves, x 
are cald the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Deſires of the Hu 
and Mind, conſider'd as Carnal ; by which Sinners; 
ſaid to be drawn away and enticed. Particularly, An inni 
nate Love to the Things of the World, and eager deſires afi 
them; which come under various Denominations fr, 
the ſeveral Objects on which they fix; as, an exceſh 
Love of Fame, of Honour, of Eſteem and Applai 
from Men, is ſtyl'd Ambition, and proves a dangerg 
Temptation, apt to precipitate Men into many a fit 
Courſe, and to prevail with them to fin againſt thy 
Convictions and Light: As it did with thoſe chief Ry 
amongſt the Jews, who tho? they believed on Chriſt, (lt 
p ing convinc'd in their Conſciences that! 
John 13, was the Meſſiah) yet would not confeſs hn 
42, 43. becauſe they loved the Praiſe of Men mi 
po than the Praiſe of GOD. HY 
XN inſatiable Thirſt after Wealth and Riches 15 
wvetouſneſs ;, the Objefts of which are call'd by the A5 
the Luſts of the Eyes, becauſe while worldly-minded Ii 
| behold them with their Eyes, they greedily covet or l 
after them; which appears to be a fatal Temptation 
Multitudes, who, in the Apoſtles Pha 
Tim. 6. 9, will be Rich. They that will be Rich falli 
10. dell. | 
Temptation and a Snare, and into many fo 
and hurtful Luſts which drown e Men in Deſtruſtion and I 
dition: For the Love of Money is the Root of all Evil, 1 
while ſome coveted after they. have erred (or been ſeducel 
from the Faith, and pierced themſelves through with mf 
Sorrows, This is a Temptation that beta 
2 Tim. 4,10, Men into innumerable Sins and Follies} 
was this carry'd off Demas from the A 1 
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frer he had made an eminent Profeſſion, He loved this 
eſent World. | 5 5 
AN eager deſire after ſenſual Pleaſures is termed Vo- 
pwouſneſs, and is, more ſtrictly ſpeaking, the Luſt of the 
leſh; than which, there is not a more threatning 
emptation, when Men become lovers of Pleaſure more 
han lovers of GOD. Er 
ALL theſe inordinate Appetites urge Men to num- 
rleſs vile and ſinful Attempts to ſatiate and gratifie 
em, to fulfill the Will of the Fleſh; when they are ſaid 
Scripture to go after their own Hearts Luſt, to walk in 
heir own Counſels, &c, ns N 5 
BUT beſides this dangerous Love to worldly Good, 
ere are alſo inordinate Averſions and Fears with reſpect to 
Evil: Which prove to ſome as great Temptations of 
e Fleſh as the former, How ſtrong are its Averſions to 
uffering and Pain, to Diſgrace and Reproach, to Pover- 
and Want? And what exceſſive Fears are wont to 
ring from thence? Now their mighty Averſion to theſe 
hings expoſes Men to many Sins when they actually ſuf- 
ir by them; and their extravagant Fears are great 
"FF emptations when they apprehend and imagine the Evil 
| coming, It is from theſe Temptations within, that 
ole from Abroad derive all their Efficacy and Force; 
A ſuch as will be recounted under theſe following 
eads. 25 

( 2.) THERE are the Temptations of the World; where 
the World 1 mean both the Men and the Things of it. 
"I f/f. THE Men of the World. Whoſe Temptations 


ure offer'd, either in a way of direct and down-right Per- 
7 i aſton, or in the more oblique way of Ex ample and Pat- 
IN, . | | | 


SOMETIMES by direct Solicitation and Perſwaſion to 

ne Of which we have an Inſtance in thefe Words of 

anon: My Son, if Sinners entice thee, con- 

ut thou not; if they ſay come with us,” let us prov. x. 10, 

vat for Blood; let us lark privily for the rt, 13, 14. 

cent without cauſe, —— We ſhall find all 

5 "ecious Subſtance, we ſhall fill our Houſes with Spoil, caſt 
, B 2 in 
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in thy Lot among ſt us, let us have one Purſe, &c. Th 
the Harlit ſubtil of Heart tempts the yu 
Chap. 7. Alan void of Vnderſtanding. Thus Fi 
was tempted by his Miſtreſs ; and Chriſt 
an Aprfle, whom he calls by the Devil's Name, becay 
he then acted the Devil's Part; Get thee behind me Su; 
For ſuch Tempters as theſe are the Devil's Agents, a 
Factors for Hell; who having firſt entred into Temptai 
themſelves, are induſtrious to draw others into it, th 
they may have the Pleaſure of Company in finning, a 
that the greater Number of Aſſociates may give the n 
Countenance to their Sins, ” 
AT other Times the Temptation is offer'd in the m 
oblique way of Example and Pattern. Examples hay 
ſtrange inſmuating Force, and inſenſibly gain a Conh 
mity to them ; eſpecially the Examples of Numbe 
and of the greater Part; for from thence ariſes 
Faſhion, and the prevailing Cuſtom of the Tims 
Things of wonderful Efficacy with weak and fool 
Minds, who are wont to be carried down the Strea 
and to follow the Multitude; which may be the Reaſon, 
that Prohibition in the Law, Thou ſhalt 
Exod. 23. 2. follow the Multitude to do Evil, The Exat 
oo les of Superiors have a peculiar Influend 
on thoſe who are beneath them. Not only a Court, bal 
a whole Nation becomes debauch'd, when the Prince! 
_ notoriouſly ſo. Regis ad Excmplum Child 
and Servants are ſtrangely drawn into an Imitation 
their Parents and Maſters. But no Example preval 
more than that of Choſen Companions; While they gains 
Intereſt in our Eſteem and Affection, and their Cone 
ſation proves very agreeable, we unavoidably learnt 
talk and act in the manner that they do; for which Re 
ſon that wiſe Inſtructor exhorts the you 
Prov. 4. 14. Man not to enter into the Path of the Wickth 
nor to go in the Way of evil Men: For th 
they do not directly ſolicit to Sin, yet their Example 8 
greater Temptation than ſuch are generally aware 0 


But 
b 2aly, pl 
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dly, BY the World we are alſo to underſtand the Things 
t both its Good and its Evil Things: Theſe are the In- 
ments and Fuel to thoſe Paſſions and Luſts of which I 
je ſpoken. © 
HE Good Things of the World are its Riches, Ho- 
r, Power, Grandeur, Pleaſures ; which are ftrong 
entives to many Sins, whether they be poſſeſt and en- 
or noe. 5 5 
HERE they are poſſeſ#'d and enjoy d, they frequently 
age the Heart, and engroſs the Affections; and draw- 
them off from GOD, become Idols ſubſtituted in his 
om. They induce Men to place their Truſt and Con- 
nce in them: To make Gold their Hope; and to ſay to 
fine Gold thou art my Confidence; to rejoyce ſupreamly 
euſe their Wealth is great, and becauſe their Hand hath 
em much; ſo much of what they chiefly value, as 
es them diſregard and flight the better and more endu- 
may Subſtance, the infinitely more excellent and noble En- 
ments. Beſides, theſe Things are apt to incite Men 
pride and an inſolent Behaviour, and to ſome other 
s of that Nature, Upon ſuch Accounts as theſe Solo- 
obſerves, that the Proſperity of Fools ſhall FE 
ur them: And Agur prays, Give me not Chao = 2. 
bes leſt I be full and deny thee : And our Mg 
rd repreſents it as ſo difficult a Thing for a Rich Man 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. This where they 
poſſeſs' d. | | 5 | | 
on where they are not they prove alluring Baits, and 
wi up the vicious Inclinations within, and ſet thoſe inor- 
10 Wate Appetites at work which hurry Men into many 
neu! Exceſſes in the purſuit of them. This the Devil 
i underſtands, who in his Aſſaults on our Lord him- 
Re, Show'd him all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the Glory © 
ou em; and ſaid unto him, All theſe will 1 give thee, if thou 
cla fall down and worſhip me. lt is thro the ſubtilty of 
ti Devil, and the wickednefs of Men's Hearts, that 
e e Things which GOD deſigns for the good of the 

* become the Occaſions and Incentives of ſo much 
il 
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THE evil Things of the World have alſo the Nu 
and Force of Temptations, where they are either fel 
fear d: Such are publick Calamities and Perſecutim 
Righteouſneſs ſake ; for the eſcaping of which Men h 
been often in danger of renouncing the Truth and! 
coming Apoſtates ; as they do who hear the Word, | 
with Joy receive it; but when Perſecution or Tribulatin 
feth becauſe of the Word, preſently they are offended, I 
was the Temptation from which the Diſciples were 
fpecial Danger at preſent, as I have hinted alreq 
They (as thoſe other Saints of whom the Apoſtle ſpel 
Heb. 11.) had the Trial, or Temptation, of cruel Mock 
and Scourgings, of Bonds and Impriſonment. The Ses i 
nt ö wherein theſe abound are calPd in Scrigh 
Rev * 4 Times of Temptation to fall away : The A 
, Temptation to try them which dwell m 
Earth, in which many have fallen away from the Fait 
For if Men cannot ſecure their Religion, and their wol 
ly Intereſts too by a freedom from Suffering, they! 
Jorſake the one and cleave to the other. 
THERE are Evils of 4 more private Nature, ſuc 
Sickneſs and Pain, Poverty and Want, Cc. that pr 
Temptations to Sin as well as the former; to great Inj 
tience and Diſcontent; to baſe and ſinful Compliand 
to mean and diſhoneſt Trickings and Shifts, &c, 4 

55 therefore when Satan was moving G00 
Chap. 1. 11. gainſt Job, he ſolicits: firſt that he wo 
diſpoſſeſs him of all his good ly Poſſeſſi 
and reduce him to Poverty; and then ti 
he would afflict him with Diſtemper and Pain; in u 
which Caſes, he roundly aſſerts that Joh would « 
GOD to bs Face; not doubting but ſuch afflictive Pro 
dences as theſe would betray him into very ſinful Ind 
cencies towards GOD. Agur, you know, prays a 

a neceſſitous State, as being attended wh 

Prov. 36,9, Temptation and Snare, Give me not! 

| verty, leſt I ſteal, and take the Name of 
GOD in vain. 


Chap. 2. 3. 


(30) THE 
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3) THERE are the Temptations of the Devil; of 
*h we read a great deal in Scripture, and where he is 
reſly called the Tempter. That we have the fulleſt 
urance that he is wont to employ himſelf in ſuch 
ark as this; altho' the preciſe manner in which he 
ppts may be very obſcure and uncertain to us; as all 
Actions of immaterial Beings are, even thoſe of our 
n Souls ſo nearly related to us. Undoubtedly he 
tches for all Opportunities of drawing Men into Sin; 
obſerves their Inclinations, and Tempers; and by that 
ans he knows what are the moſt likely Baits to ſucceed, 
ich he is careful to have before them, when he per- 
ves the beſt Occaſion for it, When he has once found 
the prevailing Luſts of Men (which is eaſie for him 
do) and obſerves what is their proper Fuel, he is ac- 
> in improving this to. the great diſadvantage of his 
vary Prey. Such Things as theſe are plainly ſignified 
en we read of the Wiles, the Devices, the Methods, 
Snares, the Depths of Satan; and are told that he 
keth about as a roaring Lion ſecking whom he may devour. 
works on the Children of Men by thoſe Paſſions and 
petites of which 1 ſpoke before, which he ſometimes 
ents and excites by preſenting enticing or terrifying 
jects: For beſides his other Temptations he manages 
fe Two which were laſt diſcours'd of. That he ſome- 
es directly ſolicits and perſwades Men to Sin, is plain, 
wol the firſt Temptation in Paradice, and from his At- 
pt on our Lord himſelf; in both which he enforces 
Temptations by plauſible Arguments, and recom- 
nds them with carnal Motives. But whether he car- 
on his pernicious. Deſigns by immediately applying 
elf to the Imagination or Fancy, ſo producing cer- 
Ideas and Images there; or whether he begins with 
bodily Organs, and by means of theſe makes his way 
Tal be Imagination, which has its Seat in the Brain, while 
may be ſuppoſed to act on the Bodies of Men, as their 
n Souls do: Or whether he have a Power of directly 
nmuncating Thoughts to the Human Mind (it that 
luppoſed to be really different from what 1 mention'd 
| at 


HE 


it is not an irreſiſtable, nor invincible Power; and! 
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at firſt) I pretend not to determine. This latte 
ſeem'd probable enough to ſome ; and while then 
Societies, and Combinations of Spirits, good and bal 
Angels and Devils, how can theſe be form'd at firſt 
continued afterwards without a Communication of Th 
amongſt them? And may they not impart them ty 
Souls of Men in the ſame way in which they comm 
cate them to each other? And have they not ſpeci! 
vantages for this when we remember they are immats 
and not encumber'd with Bodies? It is enough if 
Things as theſe are poſſible, and I pretend to affer 
more concerning them: But however it be, the Script 
Expreſſions evince that the Devil has an intimate 40 
to the Minds of Men, at leaſt in ſome ſpecial Caſes 
3 there we read that Satan entred into Jul 
8 13.27. and that he pur (or & injected) it in 
At, . z. Heart to betray Chriſt; that Satan fil 
Heart of Ananias; that he worketh in 
Children of Diſobedience. Whatever be the part 
way in which he tempts, we are aſſur'd of the Thin 
ſelf in theſe Expreſſions; as well as in thoſe other Pl 
Ss that inform us that Satan provok'd Dau 
x Chron. 21. number the People; that Chriſt was ledy 
3 41 the Spirit into the Wilderneſs to be temp 
DE the Devil; that Satan had deſired to habt 
ter that he might ſift him as Wheat : And when the | 
ſtle cautions Chriſtians to beware that & 
tempt them not. Se: 
BUT how far fo ever his Power extends, we arel 


I Cor. 7. ihe 


he is not able to force the Will, and to compel us to 

as well as to tempt to it: Were it ſo, we ſhould ni 
commanded to reſiſt the Devil, and aſſured that upon 
doing ſo he will flee from us: We ſhould not be ta 
to watch and pray that we enter not into his Temptati 
Nor is he at Liberty to aſſault us as much, and as often 
he will; for as his Power is finite and limited, ſo hed 
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exert it in a way of Temptation, but by Permiſſion 
m GOD; as appears in the Caſe of Job; and then his 
ptations will not be charged on us till we entertain 


| conſent with them. 
proceed to conſider, 


J. THE proper Means for preventing the Prevalence 
heſe Temptations : And there are Two preſcribed by 
Lord in the Text, Matching and Prayer, Theſe are 
joyn'd in this Exhortation, to teach us, that ſome- 
g is expected from vs, while we are not to depend on 
ſelves. We are to Watch and Pray, both which in- 
des ſomething to be done on our Part; tho” the latter 
plies our want of ſpecial Aſſiſtance from GOD to ren- 
our own Endeavours ſucceſsful : This will appear at 
te while we conſider theſe Things diſtinttly. 

irſt, FOR Watching, It will be evident how proper 
eans this is, if we conſider that it implies both a time- 
\pprehenſion and Foreſight of Danger, and a prudent 
citude and Care to prevent it. 

.) A TIMELY Apprehenſion and Foreſig ht of Danger. 
8 oppoſed to carnal Security, which proceeds from a 
Preſumption that all is ſafe and well, and an unac- 
ntable Inapprehenſion of the Dangers and Enemies 
every where abound. Our Danger is great, becauſe 
Enemies are many, and have ſo much Advantage a- 
ſt us when we are not on our Watch. You have heard 
nany Temptations we are liable to, and what formi- 
le Adverſaries manage them: Formidable indeed on 
bunt of their Power, their Subtilty, and their other 
antages. They are in a ftrict Alliance againſt us. 
ready is the corrupt Heart to forward the fatal De- 
Sof the grand Deſtroyer? How greedy to catch at thoſe 
that the World is wont to ſpread ? There is a great 
ety in the Temptations that threaten us. They are 
pted to every Condition of Life, to all the Circum- 
ces we can be in, to every Temper of Mind: That it 
together impoſſible to be out of the reach of ſome or 
a Temptations while we are in the World. Thoſe 
S Cir- 
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Circumſtances of Life, that Complettion and Temps 
Mind, that Time of Age, and Place of Abode, that fn 
to ſecure us from ſome, expoſe the more to other Tei 
tations, It were eaſie to run thro? the Particulars here 
this might appear at large; but I muſt not ſtay upon 
BUT our greateſt Danger is, leſt we ſhould en 
Temptation; leſt we ſhould be prevail'd upon, and il 
ced into Sin. If we eſcape one and another, with h 
many more are the Enemies like to aſſault us? Whon 
carry their Point by repeating that very Temptation 
did not ſucceed afore; and who are ſure to have usth 
Prey if we neglett the proper Means for preventing 
This has occaſion'd the falling of many into thoſe hw 
and fooliſh Luſts that have drowned them in Deſtructin 
Perdition, And let us conſider what our own Caſe i; 
to be, if the ſubtle Tempters finally prevail againſt 
What miſerable Creatures ſhall we be in this War 
and how much more ſo in that which is to come?! 
they who are drawn off from GOD and their Duty 
the Snare of the Devil, have GOD for their Enemy; 
are Slaves and Vaſſals to Satan, and muſt fall into his 
demnation at length, and go away accurſed into everlij 
| Burnings prepared for him and his Angels. Such 5. 
Danger we are in from Temptation; the Apprehenl 
and Foreſight of which is ſuppoſed in the Duty of Wat 
ing; that we are ſo far ſenſible of this, as to be duly! 
preſs'd by it, and quicken'd to be on our Guard; 
this before the fatal Evil ſeize us, and we are driyet 
way by the Temptation: Such is the Timely Apprelt 
ſion and Foreſight of Danger. 3 
(2) WATCHING implies a prudent Care and Solici 
fo prevent it. Perſons on the Watch are induſtrious 
keep off the Danger they apprehend and fear: 1 
while their Solicitude and Care are under the Dir 
of Wiſdom and Prudence, they take the beſt Courle,! 
apply themſelves to the propereſt Means with this! 
fign ; which are ſuch as theſe, viz. | 
THEY have a ſtritt and ſpecial Regard to that Quo 
from which their Danger muft chiefly come, and ſrom * 
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are threatned the moſt. We are in danger from a 
berleſs Troop of Temptations ; but there are ſome 
ea more ſpecial Advantage againſt us, as being beſt a- 
ted to Our Iniquity; that Sin which may be diſtinguiſh'd 
he Beloved One, and which does the moſt eaſily beſet 
as having on its ſide a Conſtitution of Body, a Tem- 
of Mind, a Condition of Life, or ſome {ſpecial Op- 
unities that greatly prompt to it, and urge the Com- 


a 
0 


ring into the Temptation, we muſt have a ſpecial Regard 
is Sin; obſerve how the Devil applies to it, what are 
Baits that take with it; what the Occaſions that ſtir 
| excite it, and take the Alarm when they do ſo. 

AGAIN, They are careful to deprive their Enemies (as 
4s they can) of what other Advantages they have That 
this means they may either mac their Temptations, 
abate the Force of them. And while the Life and 
ver of Corruption within us, and the Freedom we take 
h the inviting Occaſions and Incentives of Sin without, 
rangely contribute to the Succeſs of our Enemies: 
e ſubduing Corruption within, and reducing its Pow- 
and the keeping our Diſtance from the Occaſions of 
muſt be a proper way to wreſt theſe main Advantages 

of their Hands. % ſêèẽ ꝓ18j ᷑/⁊-Bb 
N vain would the World and the Devil tempt, were 
ot for the latent Corruptions of the Heart; and there- 
in vain did they tempt Chriſt in whom they found 
Ing of that. But their Hopes and Proſpett of ſuc- 
re proportion'd to the Strength and Vigour of 
ſe; That we deprive them of their greateſt Advan- 
e when we check and ſubdue the vicious Inclinations 
| Appetites that ſolicit our Conſent, and diſpoſe us to 
mplance with them: Which is done, by Diſallowing 
m; Arguing againſt them; Refuſing to gratifie them; 
th· holding the Fuel that feeds them, and conſtantly 
loring the help of Grace againſt them with ſuch 
wr of Affection as flows from a feeling Senſe of aur 


of Divine Aſſiſtance. And, 


ſion of it. Now as ever we would be preſerv'd from 
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BY keeping our Diſtance from the Occaſions off 
we ſhall certainly perceive our Adverfaries looſing Gi 
By venturing on the uttermoſt bounds of that whid 
lawful, or but ſuppoſed to be ſo, many have enter4j 
Temptation, and ſinn'd at ſuch a Rate as they never 
ſign'd to have done. A Man on the brink of a Precy 
may poſſibly keep his ſtanding, but it is next to a Min 

if he does ſo. He that unwarily ruſhes on the Confing 

Sin, may poſſibly eſcape; but to one who has dong 
how many Thouſands have fallen? The wiſe and ex 
rienc'd Solomon well underſtood this, 1 
cautions Men againſt going into the wg 
the Wicked: Againſt looking on the | 
when it is KR ed, when it giveth its Colour ml 
— 58. Cup, when it moveth it ſelf aright : Ag 

5 coming nigb the Door of the ſtrangel 
man's Houſe. Suggeſting by ſuch Advice, how neceli 
it is, to keep the greateſt diſtance we can from whats 
is like to be an alluring Occaſion and IncitementtoSing 

whatever has been wont to prove ſo to our ſelves oroth 
AGAIN, A prudent Care to prevent the Danger 
ſing from Temptation implies, A ſuitable Preparation 
Readineſs to reſiſt the Enemy when he aſſaults us. Nou ad 
Apprehenſion that one or the other of theſe temp 
Enemies is always at Hand, and a conſtant ExpeClat 
of being beſet by them, does greatly contribute to ti 
A lively Senſe of our Duty towards GOD, and of WW 
Nature, and Evils and Danger of Sin, make a conſider 
part of it. The having our Minds deeply impreſs 
ſome of the moſt important Principles of the Chril 
Faith ; and with ſome Scripture Precepts and Ru 
would bravely furniſh us for ſuch Encounters. Sul 
theſe, That the LORD ſearcheth all Hearts; Thit| 
Eyes are in every Place, beholding the Good and the 3 
That all Things are naked and open anto him with wh 
kave to doe That our Life is a Vapour that muff ſoon ud 
away : That we muſt all appear before the Judi 
Seat of Jeſus Chriſt, and receive according to the Actious 
in the Budy, whether Good or Evil. What will it 75 


Prov. 4. 14. 


Chap. 23. 31. 
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{an if he ſhould gain the whole World, its Honours, Profits, 
Pleaſures, and looſe his own Soul? &c, &c. Theſe would 
the Weapons of our Warfare; and of excellent Uſe up- 
theſe Occaſions. Thus was our Lord prepared when 
e Tempter aſſaulted him, and his Victory was com- 
eat, He fought with the Sword of the Spi- F 
It is written, ſays he. And he had ſuch Mat. 4. 9, 10. 
inciples as theſe at Hand: We muſt not | 
pt the Lord our GOD : We are to worſhip him alone, &c. 
here are Truths of Religion, and Portions of Scripture 
oper to oppoſe to every ſort of Temptations; theſe we 
ould endeavour to retain in our Minds, and imprint on 
r Hearts, that they may be brought out of that good Trea= 
7e as ſoon as a Temptation advances. To this Purpoſe 
des that excellent Prince Antoninus adviſe, (a) As Sur 
os, ſays he, have their Inſtruments always about them, 
at they may be ready to aſſiſt in caſe of Wounds received on 4 
aden; ſo be you provided with certain Precepts and Rules 
Occaſions may call for them, And the (b) Stoicks were 
nt to adviſe their Followers to fix in their Memories 
echief Heads of what they learned in the Schools, that 
ey might have them always at Hand, and ready for 
e; (e) which Eypictetus accordingly calls Te&aX<ex Bonbi- 
ſs. Helps at Hand, and frequently (d) directs to them. 
) Another obſerves, that it is better to fix on the Mind, 
d retain ſome few comprehenſive Rules, or Precepts of 
Viſdom, that they may be always ready tor uſe, than to 
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did Toy Feexgrd pdTuv, Ar TH Sy pald oy ETUPea ENS 

© Rebus ſuis, Lib. 3.5. 13. & Lib. 6. $- 48. L. 12. §. 24. 

(b) Solebant Stoici luos monere, ut eorum quæ in Scholis didi- 

ent lumma Capita fic memoriæ infigerent, ut illa ſemper ad ma- 

m haberent, & ad omnem Occaſionem eis uterentur. Gatak. in 

min. 1hid. (c) Idem, ibid. 

% L Soy He TU Nele cu, mera avro Ee 
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le) Plus prodeſſe fi pauca Præcepta Iapientiæ teneas, ſed illa in 

dmpuribi & in uſu ſint, quam ſi multa quidem didiceris, (ed illa non 

ideas ad manum. Demetrius Cynicns in S neca de Benefic. Lib. 1 c. 1. 
| 15 earn 
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learn a great Number, and have them to ſeek whenther 

will be wanted the moſt. Such wholeſome Dottrines, Me 

Seneca, (e) ſhould be frequently revolved in the Min 
and laid to Heart; that we may not only nom them, h 

have them in readineſs for every Occaſion that call 

them: The want of which occaſion'd that complaint fig 

St. Bernard (F) ſo long ago, that this is the Caſe of i 
generality of Men, That thoſe Things which we know nit 
me have no ſpecial need of them we are ignorant of whn 

great Occaſion calls for them. It would be of excellent 

to us, to be prepar'd in ſuch a manner as this to ſuppre 
the Temptation in the beginning of it, and have when 
with to anſwer it at once: And fo prevent the danger 
entring into a Parley, and liſtaing to the Suggeſtions 
our Adverſaries. ER 
Thus of the firſt Means preſcrib'd in the Text, Wat 
ing; but with this we muſt joyn the other (for our Loi 
has put them together) viz. „„ 
Secondly, PRAYER. Watch and Pray. The form 

without this will never avail : For we cannot ſecure o 

ſelves if GOD ſhould abandon us. Prayer implies a Sei 

of our own Inability to preſerve our ſelves without hy 

Aſſiſtance and Help. It is an 1mplicite Acknowledgment 

that we ſhould be foil'd and overcome, if left to our ſelve 

All our Watchfulneſs and Care; and all the Argument 

and Motives that our beſt Reaſon can ſuggeſt, will be buto 

little Force againſt many Temptations, without the ku 
pernatural Help of the Spirit of Chriſt, Should we pre 

ſume to depend on our own Powers, and go out in ol 

own Strength, we ſhould have ſad Experience hot 

weak we are: And if any good Thing remain withu 
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(e] Reducendus es in Memoriam, non enim repoſita Precept: ell 
debent, led in promptu. Quæcunque ſalutaria ſunt, ſee agitaii & 
2500 ſæpe verſari: Ut non tautum nota ſint nobis led etiam paiai 

. 

(J)] Sic fe habent mortalium Corda; quod ſeimus cum neceſt 
non eſt, in neceſſitate neſcimus. Div, Bernard, De Confideratiith 
Lib. 2. Cap. 1. p. 866. Ed. Lut, Par. | | 1 
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erwards ſhould greatly bewail our fooliſh Preſumption. 
e Behaviour of Peter before the Temptation, and uns 
it, is recorded as an Inftance of this. Heathens 
mſelves could diſcover what Need there is of Divine 
1p upon ſuch like Occaſions : (g) One ſpeaking of dif- 
It Work and dangerou+ Encounters, adviſes to be 
dful of GOD, and call upon him as our Helper: And the 
eat (5) Antoninus exhorts thus; In every thing that con- 
; you invoke the Divine Aid : While (i) Another ob- 
ves, that without the Aſſiſtance of GOD a mortal Creature 
do nothing. And () Tully aſſerts that amongſt all the 
eat Men that Greece and Rome produc'd, not one of 
2m had been ſo niſi juvante Deo, without the Help of 
OD. | | 
HERE I ſhall briefly ſuggeſt what ſhould be the 
ater of our Prayer in the preſent Caſe, and then what 
t of Prayer it ought to be. — 
(i.) AS to the Matter of it; this is expreſs'd in the 
xt: That we may not enter into Temptation. 
WE are not to pray that we may not be tempted at. 
For ſuch is the Nature of Things, and ſuch our 
eſent Condition, that ſome Temptations are unavoida- 
2, and we cannot expect a compleat Deliverance from 
em, till we remove to Heaven: Till then the Chriſti. 
Lite muſt be a Warfare againſt the Fleſh, the World, 
d the Devil: And a Wiſe and Gracious G O D ſerves 
any excellent Purpoſes, worthy Himſelf, by thoſe 
mptations that his own People are liable to, and ſome- 
es forced to encounter with, I muſt not enumerate 
em at preſent, 7 
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whe Arnan, in Epictet. Diſſert. lib. 2. c. 18. Idem lib. 3. c. 

, 22. | 

(3) "Eg" &Tao1 5 bes muaat. lib. 6. § 23. & 5 7. 

%) Oude 3 ls d, - he BeorCr. Menander. 15 

(k) Multos & noſtra Civitas & Græcia tulit ſingulares viros, quo- 

in neminem, niſi juvante Deo talem fuiſſe credendum eſt. De 

ts Deor, 1, 2. ad finem. 
AND 
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AND the ſame Reaſons diſcover, that tho? we n 
pray earneſtly againſt an Aſſault from any extraordin 
and violent Temptation, yet we muſt not pray 40 
againſt it. Indeed if we could foreſee that ſuch Te 
tations would certamly hurry us into Sin, then we my 
be abſolute in our Petitions againſt them: Otherwiſe 
muſt ſubmit it to GOD to determine, whether he will 
good to our Souls, and glorify himſelf by ſuch Temy 
tions ; while we know not but eyen this may be the] 
vent, Iwill illuftrate this by the Inſtance of Joſeph; | 
was expos'd to a more than ordinary Temptation: Ti 
it in all the Circumſtances of it, his Deliverance from 
is truly wonderful. Now though Foſeph- might h 
prayed earneſtly beforehand againſt being tempted 
ſuch a rate; yet he ought to have ſubmitted the Maty 
to the Wiſdom of GOD: For how much did d 
Temptation redound to the Glory of his Grace, tot 
Honour of Joſeph; and how many other Deſigns of Ph 
vidence did it ſubſerve? That though we are to be 
fraid of Temptation, and ought more earneſtly to d 
precate the more extraordinary and violent Afault 
yet ftill it muſt be with Submiſſion to G O D, and! 
wie Dilpaſals.  — E 
BUT then we are allow'd to be abſalute in our I 
queſts, that we may not enter into Temptation. This! 
may ask without a Reſerve : and in order to this, tl 
GOD would aſſiſt us to keep up our Watch, and fy 
ply us with Strength ſufficient to repel the Force of en 
ry Aſſault: That he would not ſuffer us to be temps 
above what we are able; and that with the Temptato 
he would make a way for our Eſcape ; ſo preſerving! 
| from entring into it. Thus Chriſt tells Jas 
Luke 22. 31. and the other Apoſtles, when Satan bad 
fired to have them, that he might ſift them 
Wheat, i. e. that he might tempt them, that he had pr 
ed for them: for what? not that they might not l 
tempted, for ſorely tempted they were; but that tit 
Faith might not fail. Such alſo is the Import of that 
tition in the Lord's Prayer, Lead us not into Temptatim. 
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Of TEMPT A 
AM to hint, 
2) WHAT Sort of Prayer it ought to be. 

T muſt be Believing Prayer. All things 

tſoever ye ſhall ask in Prayer believing ye Mat. 21. 22. 
receive. We muſt go to GOD ful- | 
perſwaded that he is able to deliver us out of Tempta- 
And that he is graciouſly diſpoſed to keep us from 
ne, and to give his holy Spirit to them that ask him, who 
render us Conquerors, and more than Conquerors, through 
who hath loved us. W's. 3 
T muſt be Prayer offer d up in the Name John 14. 13, 
riſt. Whatſoever you ſhall ask in my Name 

il do it, We muſt add Chriſt's Name to Chriſt's 
yer Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
We are to expect the Bleſſing on account of the 
ice he once offered on Earth, and the Interceſſion 
ontinues to make in Heaven. ET | 
T muſt be Humble Player: For it implies an Acknow - 
ment of our own Weakneſs, of our Proneneſs to Sin 
ft to our ſelves ; and the abſolute Neceſſity we have 
Divine Grace, to keep us from falling into it. A 
ſe of our own Unworthineſs, the Sinfulneſs of our 
ures, and our former Miſcarriages, ſhould attend 
Prayer as this, and make us humble, EF 
mally, IT muſt be Fervent Prayer: Proceeding from 
ts affected with a Senſe of the Importance of what 
ak for, and of what mighty Conſequence it is that 
eceive a Gracious Anſwer: This will make us pour 
che Requeſt with great Importunity and Fervency 
brit; Oh LORD, I beſeech thee preſerve me from 
mg into Temptation! A Requeſt that it greatly con- 
us all to make, as will more fully appear while [ 
eed on the Third General, which is, 15 
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l. TO ſhew how neceſſary this Advice is for all 
Profeſſing Chriſtians themſelves ; that they uſe the 
proper Means to prevent the Prevalency of Temp- 


tation. 
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II will ſuffice to obſerve upon this Head the fol 
ing Particulars : 5 3 
Firſt, THAT Proſeſſing Chriſtians themſelves have ay 

Corrupt Nature as well as others, They are Fleſh as well 
Spirit; and the Fleſh in them luſteth againſt the Spirit. 

as there are ſome Temptations that are its own, ſo it gy 
great Advantage to others from whenceſoever they ca 

Our Lord dire&s the Exhortation in the Text ta] 
own Diſciples upon this Reaſon: The Spirit, i. e. 

renewed Part, 75 willing, i. e. to reſolve well, to i 

Temptation, and attend to the Diſcharge of Duty: 1 

the Fleſh, i. e. the ſenſitive and corrupt Part, is we, 
as to be eaſily over-power'd by a Temptation, 

brought to comply with it. That theſe Words are! 
intended fo much as a Mitigation of their Sin, and 
way of Apology for them; as a powerful Argume 
engage them to the greater Care of Watchfulneſs, 

Fervency in Prayer. The Corruption of Nature ei 

ſes every Chriſtian to the uttermoſt Hazard, as fron 

ſelf, ſo from his other Enemies, whenever he negle 
Watch and Pray. A Faire 1s very like to break « 
where the moſt combuſtible Matter lies unguard 
when Thouſands of Sparks are flying about it: Such! 
ger there is leſt an evil Heart left to itſelf ſhould bet 

a Man into many a Sin, while a thouſand Temptati 

are at work to enflame his Luſts. | 

- Secondly, I T is evident to Experience, that may! 

feſſors fall by Temptation for want of Watching and Pra 
The Drunkenneſs of Noah and Lot; the Murder ani 

dultery of David; the Idolatry and other Sins of Sm 
the ſhameful Fall of Peter, and the partial Apoſtag 
all the Diſciples, are all to be charged here. Ny 
we look over the groſſer Enormities of all the Saints 
corded in Scripture, we ſhall preſently ſee that they} 
to be put to the ſame Account. And if we review! 
moſt genuine Confeſſions of Penitent Sinners in ef 

Age of the World; we ſhall find that they either 

preſly acknowledge, or ſufficiently intimate, that! 

want of Watching and Praying, as they ought oy 
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ne, they fell into thoſe Sins which afterwards coſt them 
W dear. Every one of us muſt acknowledge, I doubt 
it, that the greateſt Faults of our Lives were commit- 
| when we have been the leaſt on our Watch, and 
ve reſtrained Prayer. A Saint of lower Attainments 
ending to theſe Duties, will be preſerved from the 
wer of ſuch Temptations, as will foil thoſe of greater 
inence, when they intermit the Diſcharge of them. 
bus Joſeph, a young Man, being actually on the Watch, 
(flying from the Temptation, preſerves his Innocence; 
en the more experienced David, thro' his own Remiſs- 
6, "ks falls into that very Sin which the Other 
Z X 
Thirdly, UPON the whole, it is certain, that thoſe 
feſing Chriſtians will fall by ſome or other Temptations, 
are not careful to watch and pray againſt them. What 
ve any now to expect more than all the Profeſſors of 
eceeding Ages, who upon omitting theſe Duties have 
eſo? The Fleſh is as weak in theſe as it was in them : 
d there are ſtil] the ſame active malicious Enemies to 
ike Advantage of that, as well as to manage other 
emptations, He who beguiled Eve through his Subtilty 
many Ages ago, has greater Experience; but no leſs 
dtilty now. Beſides, G O D is provoked to leave ſuch 
themſelves in the Hour of Trial, who diſobey him by 
plefting to uſe his preſcribed Means: Upon which 
yy will certainly fall into Sin, and become a Prey to 
Enemies, who lie in wait to deceive them. oo 
Fourthly, SU CH Perſons as theſe bring much Diſ- 
eur to GOD, and Diſprace to their Profeſſion, when 4 
ration prevails againſt them and they fall into Sin. It 
an unjuſt and malicious Practice of wicked Men, to 
roach Religion it ſelf with the Sins and Enormities of 
krofeſſors; as tho? that did allow and indulge them in 
impure and vicious Practice: Whereas it is really for 
it of acting by its Rules, and living in a Conformity to 
that ſome of thoſe who make an outward Profeſſion, 
Weas vile and finful as others. Is there not a plain 
Mrariety betwixt the Laws of Chriſtianity and the 
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Lives of ſuch Chriftians. But yet fooliſh and unteſ . 
able Men will take Occaſion where there is no Cad Si 
reproach Religion, and caſt Diſnonour on GOD him 
and others who will not exerciſe a Thought on the 
half of Theſe, are very much pleaſed with thoſe repm 
ful Reflections that are caſt upon them; eſpecially ift 
alſo bear hard upon any particular Chriſtians whom 
moſt malign and hate: And by this Means they 
den themſelves in their Impiety, and ſtrengthen 
Prejudices; which redounds to the Diſhonour of G0 
in the World: That for this Reaſon, amongſt the 1 
it is neceflary Advice to Profeſling Chriſtians, that 
uſe FR, prope Means to prevent the Prevalence 
Temptation, e 1 A 


IV. What remains therefore, but that in the laſtPl 
I exhort you in particular, as our Lord did his Di 
ples, Watch, and Pray, that ye enter not into Tem 
tion? Frequently review the Temptations f 
threaten you the moſt, and be fortifying your ſel 
againſt them by an Attendance to theſe things 
Thall hint at a few Particulars, 5 

8E T your ſelves to oppoſe the Incentives and Sollicitai 

to Senſuality, and a ſinful Indulgence to Pleaſures. Tale 

16890 your ſelves, leſt at any time your Hean 

Luke 21.34. overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunken 

1 Theſe Sins of the Fleſh threaten the i 
of Soul, Body and Eſtate. 2 | 

BEWARE of à worldly Mind, and the invol 

your ſelves in the Cares of this Life, to ſuch a Degree 

to leave no competent Time and Leiſure for fer 

Thoughtfulneſs of Death, a future Judgment, and all 

to come; and for the Diſcharge of other religious 

ties. Take heed to your ſelves, ſays our Ll 

Ibid. leſt at any Time your Heart be over-ch0f 
with -— the Cares of this Life; and fot 

Day come upon you unawares, And. | 

LET me betzech you, my Brethren, to watch 4 

pray, that you be not tempted into a meer Fm 

| ay Peony: l 
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ion, and into ſpiritual Pride. Theſe are ſo plainly 
Sins of many Profeſſors in our Day, that the greater 

re is requiſite for keeping our ſelves from them, Oh! 
great is the Number of thoſe who have only a Form 
vdlineſs, while they deny the Power of it? Some mean 
| trifling Conſiderations induce Men to take upon them 
rofefſion ; while many Temptations prevail with them 
ep Religion out of their Hearts. heir main Deſign 
o appear to Men to be what in reality they are not: 
d accordingly they generally diſcover a greater Con- 
about the leſſer external Matters, and the meer 
cumſtantials of Chriſtianity ; than about thoſe great 
| weighty Things in which the very Nature and Eſ- 
e of it does conſiſt. Nor is it ſeldom that ſuch Per- 
$ as theſe are effectually tempted into great Degrees of 
itual Pride: A Vice that abounds to the occaſioning a 
at deal of Trouble in the World, and in the Church 
GOD; tho? it is exceedingly odious in the Eyes of 

but thoſe who indulge it within themſelves, 
T is from a more than juſt Opinion of their own diſ- 
ning and Judgment, that Men, who might find Work 
ugh within, were they rightly employed, are ſo free 
enſuring and condemning the Perſons and Actions of 
Fers. Hence proceed thoſe conceited invidious Com- 
iſons of Miniſters, which are fo frequent amongſt 
e younger Profeſſors : And the fitting in Judgment 
hem with ſo much Partiality, and fo little Charity: 
ch ſometimes improves into a malicious deſpiſing and 
ning thoſe whom they leaft affect, not without vile 
orts to render them as uſeleſs as they can. Thus does 
Ir Pride advance them into the Seat of the ſcornful : 
ule it too fully appears from hence that thoſe who 
pen to gain their Eſteem for a little while, have it 
lome leſſer Conſiderations than that of real and ſpiri- 
* receiv d from their Labours. The more's 
ty ! | 

ROM this Principle proceeds a great deal of that 

"fancy and Wavering that is to be obſerved amongſt 
krofeſſors of this Age. Men can find no Ry | 
. 8 5 


od enough for them to continue under. One ylg 
eft for a ſhort Time, and then another, who 
ſoon exchang'd for a third: And 'tis well if in a } 
while any can be found who will pleaſe : Or if af 
Diſpenſation be not wanted, and theſe Men adyany 
bove Ordinances, being grown wiſer than ALL 
Teachers. 5 | 
T HUS I have known it to have been with fon 
my Time. q 
BUT theſe are not the only Off-ſpring of this pn 
fick Vice. Spiritual Pride is the Parent of many of th 
high Pretences to greater Orthodoxy than the Pretend 
will allow to Multitudes of thoſe who have as clear H 
as themſelves to ſearch into Truth, as good and ha 
Hearts to love and adhere to it, and who as ſincerely 
earneſtly deſire the Spirit of G OD to lead them int 
And at the ſame time allow that this may be the Cal 
_ thoſe other Good Men who in ſome Things differ i 
them. But the Conceited Profeſſor complies with | 
Temptations (whatever they are) to ſlander every Mi 
and every Body of Chriſtians, whom he ſuſpedts oft 
coming up to his Meaſure of Thinking, They are noh 
He, ſound in the Faith; but are ſeized with ſuchal 
of an Intellectual Plague as, he ſuggeſts, will certai 
 Infe& you if you go near them. No Wonder then ifi 
fay to ſuch, Stand by thy ſelf ;, come not near to me; i 
am a ſounder Chriſtian than thoa,  _ 
II is little thought how much Service is done toll 
Devil's Intereſt by the prevailing Temptations to 
Spiritual Pride that vents it ſelf in ſuch a Manner astli 
which not only tends to beget a Coldneſs and Indi 
rence betwixt many of thoſe who love our Lord t 
Chriſt in Sincerity, and to foment and continue Dl 
ſions and Animoſities among them: But it proves a dai 
rous Snare to many, who encourage themſelves to 
clhde, that thoſe ſound and orthodox Principles ( 
they receiv'd perhaps they know not how) may ſupp 
the want of a Chriſtian Practice: I wiſh I were not d 
to ſay, that I have ſometimes known the loud _ 
| | | ' Pretend 
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ences to a W en Soundneſs end in Rotten Hypo- 
at length: And yet thoſe very Hypocrites (as they 
afterwards prov'd) were wont to villify with the 
t reproachful Names, and to repreſent as greater Sin- 
than others, ſome truly Good and Upright Men, 
ly becauſe they ſuppoſed them to differ in Opinion 
themſelves. Whereas, after all, it can never be 
ht a Matter deſign'd by GO D, that Men ſhould 
e and model their Minds into an Uniformity of 
Inking, even in the deepeſt Truths of Religion, and 
as are the moſt obſcurely revealed. It has been 
y ſaid, that © fo boundleſs is the Extent of Divine 


„ Truth, that it gives even an infinite Scope to a Diver- 
„of Sentiment, and after all our moſt ſerious Search- 
q , we cannot in many things advance beyond a conje- 


tural Probability, Why then are they to be con- 
nd with ſo much Malice and Pride, who, ha- 
form'd their own Judgments of Things from the 
ed Revelation of G O D's Will, direct others to ſearch 
Scriptures with good and honeſt Hearts; and (while 
are uſing the beſt Helps that are to be had,) to be 
loring the Illumination and Guidance of the infallible 
it, who leads fincere and honeſt Minds into every ne- 
Wary Truth ? | 

HERE isone Inſtance more I ſhall name, wherein 
tual Pride has done a great deal of Hurt, and that is, 
reſpeCt to Religious Conferences: Which might be ſo 
aged (Thope they are by ſome) as to be of excellent 
and approved by every Good Man: But this viei- 
Temper of Mind that has too often appear'd in ſome 
be Managers of them, and diſcover'd it ſelf in the 
ys | have mention'd above, I fear has done not only a 
grace to ſuch a laudable Exerciſe, but brought Religi- 
v ſelf into Contempt with many. But I hope better 
/ you, my Brethren, and Things that accompany Sal- 
oo he Ithus ſpeak : And tho' thus much is proper to 
you ſee what Need there is to Watch and Pray againſt 
Temptations to ſuch Sins as theſe. 
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and Tumultuous Proceedings: As they are diretlel 
ful Subjects the Proteſtant Diſſenters. The Second | 


THERE is another Sort of Temptation preni 
with many at this Day; from which, Blefſed be G0 
ou are not in Danger ; I mean the Temptation to 1 

oyalty, Perjury and Rebellion. _ You Pity and Pray 
thoſe weak and ignorant Wretches, who are ftrans 
deluded into theſe Horrid Crimes, by the Inſinuatio 
crafty Men, Agents not only of a Popiſh Pretender, | 
of the Father of Lies, the Father of Rebellion, of T 


as well as a great Occaſion for it, on that happy Solen 
ty that the Return of this Day diſpoſes you to comme 
rate in Thankfulneſs to GOD, and in innocent M 
You ſhow'd your Appropotion, and ſaid your Amen, u 
that beautiful Providente led me to infift on thoſe Wy 


ful and Excellent Sovereign K1\ 


mine Anointed : His Enemies will I i 
with Shame ;, but upon himſelf ſhall bis CROWN foul 
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Late Publiſhed by the ſame eAuthvr, 
[as =. H E King's True Divine Right: The Flc 1rifur 
I of his Crown; and the Shame of his Enemi 
A Sermon preach'd upon Occaſion of his Majefy 
Coronation. The Second Edition Correct ed. ; 


THE Unreaſonableneſs of the preſent Riot 
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